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lamps.   The altar was of hewn Stone.    Behind it
hung a tablet with the inscription:

THE  DIVINE  TRINITY  CONSISTS   OF   FATHER,

SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, WHO ARE IN ESSENCE

ONE GOD BUT IN PERSON THREE.

Now Swedenborg knew this inscription to be
false, for in heaven God is known to be only one
person, the Lord Jesus Christ. Three divine per-
sons could only mean three gods, yet the Word
teaches there is but one God. So he sat down to
listen to what the preacher had to say.

The preacher spent all his time trying to prove
that neither man nor angel was intended to under-
stand the truths taught by the Lord in His Word.
CI can positively insist/ he said, 'that a man of him-
self has no more power to think reasonably or talk
sensibly on such subjefts than a parrot, a jackdaw,
or a raven, and that in spiritual things, therefore,
a man is a mere ass. Theology is a bottomless
abyss, and we shall be drowned and perish like
shipwrecked mariners if we attempt to understand/

Gathering round the minister when the service
was over, the people thanked him for his teaching;
* We are ever bound to thank you for your moSl ex-
cellent discourse,' they said, "so full of grandest
wisdom/

Swedenborg approached some of them and asked,